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0Good Day!

Say o0Good D

to the person next to you.
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but

before
If
when
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When you see the next
two slides, without saying
anything out loud, what
do you instantly do?
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Language Habit

My uncle owns as#//in
West Virginia;
When the IRS searches
for him for taxes,
he sti//sthe engines,
hides under thest//l,
lying verysti/l,
stiff hestif/lruns hisstil/
next to the st//flife store.
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Multiple Placements for Word Patterns

A What she said inspired me.

A | lovewhat she said

A Although influenced bywhat she saigl
made another commitment.

A Wanting what she saido influence the
staff, | raved about her and her speech.

A Although what she saidnspired me, | had to
try my own plans first.

Change the pattern - change the meaning.
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Fixed-Word Order

oThe grammar of an i nflectional
awordor der | anguage than o1l with v
-- Dr .Harold Whitehall, Webster's New Twentieth
Century Dictionary

The three prior slides illustrate this property of language uniquely
important in English. While important in an inflected language,
Fixed-Word order does not operate as the predominant factor in
creating meaning as i1t does i1 n En
t he word, o0st i | bavauseltha mageensnt ahdnges. me a
Part-of-speechresults from placemenT he onoun meani n
distillery, changes to oyetd when
changes again as verb, adjective or adverb. [Emphasis mine.]

the .
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New Perspectives: Design-and Thought

Two simple sentences:
1) The system failed. 2) The student complained.

The student complaineditherefore, we assumedhat the system had
failed.

The student complained;consequently, the system failed
Although the system failegdlwe had prepared a default.
The failingsystem triggered a default.

Since the failing system triggered a default, the student felt
vindicated.

We used thefailed system to test the default.
complaining the studenthelped us to detect thefailing system.
We wel comed dommainisovherdt evas speafic.

Change the pattern - change the meaning.

the .
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Triggers

Opening stanza, Canterbury Tales , c.1387. The same Triggers
we use today appear in these lines, with the same patterns of

meaning.

Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote
The droghte of March hath percedto the
roote,

And bathed every veynen swich licour

Of whichvertu engendred is the flour;
Whan Zephirus eekwith his sweete breeth
Inspired hathin every holtand heeth

The tendre croppes, andthe yonge sonne
Hath inthe Ram his halve cours yronne,
And smale foweles maken melodye,
That slepen al the nyghtvith open eye
(So priketh hem naturen hir corages);

Thanne longen folkto goon on pilgrimages...
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Matching Thought to Wording

To shift the structure of a sentence alters the
meaning of that sentence, as definitely and
Inflexibly as the position of a camera alters the
meaning of the object photographed.... The
arrangement of the words matters, and the
arrangement you want can be found in the
picture in your mind.

--Joan Di di on, o W

the .
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Biofeedback

A technique for teaching people

to become aware of their Linguafeedback
involuntary bodily processes,

such as temperature, heart rate,A technique for teaching people to

and blood pressure, in order t0 hecome aware of their involuntary

control them by a conscious  |anguage processessounds and

mental effort. words and sentencein order to
develop a conscious understandin
of their innate, subconscious
language competence.

-- Martha Kolln , Understanding English Grammar,.
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Walking to school in the mornings, Charlie could see great slabs of chocolate piled up
high in the shop windows, and he would stop and stare and press his nose against th
glass, his mouth watering like mad.

--Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

wwld sce
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Roald Dahl again, Highlighted

Walking to school in the morning€harlie could
‘see great slab1;3f chocolate piled up highin the sho

windowsand he Woul(li;top and stare and press h|s
Inosepoainst the glasshis mouthwateringlike mad.
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Common Definition Potential Problems B

Noun Name of a person,  Many words that are typically nouns can have other functions
place, thing, idea in other sentences. Floor, for example, can be an adjective
(floor wax) or a verb (The boxer floored his opponent). Pronouns
also name a person.

Verb A word that Students have difficulty understanding what “state of being”
expresses action means. Words that are verbs in one context can have other
or state of being functions in other sentences (e.g., fish). Participles are some-

times principal parts of verbs, but they are adjectival on their
own. Present participles are the same form as gerunds, which
work as nouns.

Pronoun A word that takes The definition also fits synonyms. Many words that are often
the place of a noun pronouns (e.g., this) are used as adjectives in other contexts.

Adjective A word that Words that are often adjectives can have other functions in
describes or other sentences (e.g., solid). The definition also fits possessive
modifies a noun pronouns. Articles are adjectives, but they don’t really modify

or describe nouns.

Adverb A word that modifies Most adverbs end in -ly, but many words ending in -ly are
verbs, adjectives, typically adjectives (e.g., friendly).
and other adverbs

Preposition A word that shows  Every word in a sentence is related in some way to one or more
the relationship of ~ words. The definition makes sense only to people who already
a noun or pronoun  know it. Words that are typically prepositions can have other
to some other word functions, especially when they work in concert with other

in the sentence words (for example, of in the sentence / kind of thought we’d
be finished by now ). Complex prepositions are more than one
word long. 3
Conjunction A word that joins Coordinating conjunctions work differently than do subordinat-
words or groups ing conjunctions. Subordinating conjunctions may introduce an
of words initial clause rather than join two clauses. The definition would

also appear to fit prepositions and relative pronouns.

Interjection A word that shows  The definition works for any exclamation. Many common inter-

excitement or jections are more than one word long and contain words that
emotion are not interjections when used by themselves (e.g., Good
lord!).
e
Chapter 2: What We Know and What It Means ?zmgq =
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Misfit . . .

o/t is known to alhow upon the Teutonicgrammar of our
Barbarian ancestors the Roman monks of St. Gregory's
time and subsequently imposed the grammatical structure
of Latin. While St. Patrick and his followers strove in
Ireland to cultivate the vulgar Celtic and bring it to
development according to its own principles, the Latin
Monks in English pursued exactly the opposite course,
contemning [sic] Saxon and Imposing on it the principles
of grammar which they had brought with theam the
sout h of [Elphasi©oming.. O

--John Clark Ridpath, o0The PW®e si St e
Methodist Review,1889

the .
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THE INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY OF LANGUAGES
INDO-EUROPEAN  c.3500--3000 BC.

Indian  Armenian Iranian Genl-anic Balu!-Slavic Albanian Celltic He’lenic Italic c. 1000 B.C.

Sanskrit Old Persian  Avestan Baltic Old Slavic  Irish Welsh Gaelic Breton Latin 1 A.D. {Anno Domini)

Lithuanian, Russian, Polish,
Middle Indian Persian Lettish Czech, Bulgarian, Greck ¢. 500 A.D.
Serbo-Croatian, etc.

Hindustani, Bengali, N. Ge!mnic E. Germanic W, Gern!lanic Fren[ch Provlngal ltalian Spanish Portuguese CaLlan Rm!:anian
and other modern c. 800-1200 A.D.

|
Indian languages Gothie | !
E.Norse W. Norse High'German Low German
. L

Swedish, Norwegian, Germlan Yiddish
Danish, Tcelandic,
Gothlandic Faroese

¢, 1300 A.D.

I
Old l!risian Anglo-ISamn Old !axon Low Franconian
I (Old English)

Frisian Middle English Middle Lolv German  Middle Dutch

“ Modern'English™ Plattdeutsch Dutch, l!'lemisll c. 1700-1900 A.D.
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Thc Dhqicultg with ]inglish (srammar

Of two or three thousand languagesthat are spoken or have been spoken on earth,
relatively few possess or have possesseda primary grammaticablevice of fixed word
ordercomparableto that in Modern English.

Now the grammaif an inflectional languagewillno more mixwith that of a word-order
languagethan oll with water; yet in the past, descriptions of English grammahavebeen
modeledafter those of the grammarof Latin and Greek/fithe two languageswhose
structure Western civilization first came to know This fact may account for the
difficulty whichmodernstudents frequently havewith "English grammar,for, although
nowadaysthe normalEnglish speakerhas had no Latin at all or has only a superficial
acquaintancewith Latin, he hasbeencompelledto look at his ownlanguagethrough the
formsof anotherlanguageof aradicallydifferent structure.

In modelingdescriptions of English grammarafter those of Latin and Greek, many
Important features havenaturally been neglected At this we need not be surprisedi
the surpriseis that the transfer of grammaticalorm andterminologyeverworkedat all. It
did work,and,in the absenceof a real descriptivegrammayl.e.,, a grammacinderiakingto
describe the structure of English as such) worked beneficially. It wasable to do so

for..rather accidentalreasons
- - Dr. Harold Whitehall,
We b st er 0¥ CaNtarwDicBanary

the
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| needto add more detal to help my reader understgmdh a tfthinkiognp |
| neeolto avoid generalizations and szﬁhat | mean specifically||

| needio say morgzboutjw h a o expand my thoughts.
| d o n §what &sanece¥on does. |

nthesentencgo Wh at  sphuer praiisded me, 0

| needto cut the wordinesqout of my sentences.

| need helplinking ideas and thoughts.
There are so many way$ use a commd;need help.
There are so many way$o use a comméaneed help
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As for more detall...

What does adding more Detail mean?

Adding single-word qualifiers such as adjectives or
adverbs?

Using a Detall pattern such as Green or Orange?

_ooking for surrounding circumstances, which may not
pe Detail but Conditions?

—inding expression for another comparable or
complementary aspect of the idea at har@another
perspective?

the .
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Primary Image Conditional Image

A Since she left, | feel blue.

A After she caught a cold, | abandoned my
vacation plans.

A Although mother cancelled the party when
the dog puked, people still arrived late
that evening.

A Since the room needs paint, he avoided
the trip.

A She left.

A She caught a cold.

A The dog puked.

A The room needs paint.

Process Detail Background Detail

A Leaving us, she stalked down the road. A She left in a hurry with her lunch bag.
A Polly, catching a cold, shivered A Without her boots, she caught a cold
uncontrollably. during her walk.
A Mother threatened to cancel the party. A In desperation, Mother cancelled the
A Puking again, the dog looked guiltily at party.
me. A The dog in the kitchen puked on the
A Choosing colors for the rooms needing birthday cake.
paint preoccupied my afternoon. A The room in the tower needs, in short
A By avoiding the trip and shirking duties, order, a coat of primer under the paint.
he lost his job. A He avoided the trip.
A The ,man in the blue coat avoided the trip
to the ocean

the
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No choice. ..

Everything we hear,
read, say, and write
falls into one of these

four patterns.

Besides having our Thought
favorites, we have to use all four
patterns because that 0S

the .
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